


ter It oegan aesu^iue 
determined number of rec- 
ords of 56, million servicemen. 

f . . Thick, black smoke poured 
from the: top of the six ; story 
building in suburban .Overland 

more; than ' 36 hdujs. , after the 
... fire 1 broke out. A score pf fi*® 
departments were stiU pump- 
ing thousands of gallons of 
1 water per minute in an effort 
' ; ' to extinguish the blaze. 

Thefireapparentlyjas.com 

sumed the top floor where |? 
million records of persons 


square-foot buuoing, 
roof is hegwly -damaged- 
Ttederal officials denied re 

-iSt U ^ - ^ad 

fed early Thursday — had 
-ad to tire fourth' and fiOi 
Thursday ,, 


Ira Thursday 

niters said th^fepon had 
proved ahdprochetedje 

extingUisneu 
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* Stendor said some of the 22 
* xoMon- records oir the sixth 
floor ‘‘can he, reconstructed 
1 . from others available, such as 

.the^morning reports oL the 
. :V: ‘ ArSnv and the Air Force.” Re- 


oras sent to oiner guvauumnv 

B agencies, such as the Veterans 
Adininistration, he said. . 

. Stender said some former 
sejvicemen would . 
experience delay in gettipg 
certain benefits but no' records, 
c. would be totally wiped out. 

Brig. Gen. Louis J. "Prost, 
z commanding officer of thevxer 

sefye center at the building, 

v, saM£“There will be- some re-. 
* cofcds for each man— not as 
complete a record as he would 
liVkvbut there will be some re- 
cord available.” 
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■wdjfer damagdEto 

ttural ^%re -^5rt> 
d 'Sey P.'- V ^ Hillelso^ - . 

gimial admiihstratOT for the 
General Services Ad^nistra 
tiod which owns the bulidirm, 
s a®, ‘arson might have caused 

^M^said there had been a 
own small fires of suspicious 
origin in the center in Re past 
twfeyears and “if it was arson • 
S «nd out.” JBI agents 
aided in the investigation;;' ; 
Whiter W. Stender of tie 

million belonged to- the U.S. 



